
Assignment: Construct an Attack Using the Case of 
Immigrant Driver Harjinder Singh 

 

Read the instructions carefully so that you do not miss any required elements. 

Familiarize Yourself with the Context 
Once you have read Benoit, Stein, and Barton’s (2024) Part I of their book Persuasive Attack: 
Threatening Reputations in Public Discourse (called “Introduction to Persuasive Attack”) and 
reviewed the various attack strategies (either in the handout or the Stein walkthrough video), you are 
ready to proceed. 

Begin with the article (linked below) describing the truck crash involving Harjinder Singh, an 
immigrant driver, and the resulting debate over immigration, public safety, and policy. This article is 
simply a starting point only. You will need to read additional sources and look for videos of news 
coverage online until you are sufficiently informed. 

PBS NewsHour article: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/deadly-crash-in-california-renews-
federal-criticism-of-immigrant-truck-drivers 

Constructing Your Attack 
Choose one strategy for attacking actions and one strategy for attacking character from the attack 
framework. For example, an action-focused strategy might argue that the accused planned the act or 
stress the extent of the damage. A character-focused strategy might associate the accused with a 
negative trait or contrast the accused with people who do not share that trait. 

☐  Compose a 150-200 word social media post without AI assistance. 

☐  Choose one of two positions: attack Singh and the policies that allowed him to drive, or attack 
critics for unfairly targeting Singh and broader immigration policy. 

Requirements 

☐  Identify the platform or outlet, such as X, Facebook/Meta, Instagram, or TikTok. 

☐  Specify the target or targets of the attack, such as Singh, state officials, immigration critics, or 
federal agencies. 

☐  Clearly demonstrate two rhetorical strategies: one action-focused and one character-focused. 

☐  Write a 250-word reflection explaining why you chose the strategies and how they work 
rhetorically. 

☐  Write a 250-word discussion of ethical implications. Consider the reputational damage that could 
result and how communicators should balance effectiveness against the risk of unfair harm. 

 


