
The Coward from Broward: 
Kategoria, Apologia, and Antapologia 

 
Instructions: Please take about 15 to 20 minutes to code the following excerpts from the Parkland 
school shooting controversy in which school resource officer Scot Peterson failed to go into the 
school to protect students after hearing the first shots fired.  Use the table of kategoria strategies 
to code the attack excerpts, the image repair table to code the apologia statements, and the 
antapologia table to code the responses to the apologia.  Once you’ve finished the coding, 
consider the discussion questions at the end and we will talk about them as a class for the 
remaining time.   

Kategoria 

Sheriff Scott Israel 

“What I saw was a deputy arrive at the west side of 
Building 12, take up a position, and he never went in.” 
 
"This was something that is not surprising. We believe 
now that FDLE [Florida Department of Law Enforcement] 
took the time and conducted 184 witness interviews and 
prepared statements and came to the same conclusion that 
this was the intentional inaction of Scot Peterson that 
caused those injuries to adults and children." 
 
“Devastated. Sick to my stomach. There are no words. 
These families lost their children. We lost coaches. I’ve 
been the funerals. I’ve been to the homes where they sit and shiver. I’ve been to the vigils. It’s 
just … uh … there are no words.” 
 
“Peterson didn't go in because he was afraid. No other reason.” 

Fred Guttenberg (father of Jaime Guttenberg) 

“I’m sorry, but he failed. He failed our children and they’re gone” 

“He keeps mentioning the third floor. If he had done his job, this killing wouldn’t have made it to 
the third floor. Those people who lost their lives, including my daughter, are victims of his 
inability to do his job; victims of his failure” 

“I’m tired of him trying to paint himself as the victim. He is not a victim. He created victims. He 
keeps referring to them as his kids. They are not your kids, Scot Peterson! You let them die!” 

 

Figure 1 Parent of one of the vic2ms 



Apologia 
Scot Peterson 

“The only person to blame was that monster. It wasn’t any law enforcement.  Nobody on that 
scene…everybody did the best they could.” (Statement outside of court after verdict] 

“I was not given any information whatsoever by BSO communications regarding the location or 
description of the shooter(s) or that there were any victim(s) inside the 1200 building” 
(Statement to Marjory Stoneman Douglas Safety Commission). 

When asked about initially being questioned about his inaction: “It wasn’t like I didn't know what 
was going on. I've been with the agency 32 years. I know the policies. I know the procedures. I 
did everything that I felt at the time was appropriate. This will haunt me the rest of my life. It will. 
So, I can't, you know, those were my kids and that's why it hurts the way it does. 
 

When asked if he heard what Trump said about him: “He doesn't know. He wasn't there. You 
know, it's easy to make comments and say things, you know, in Washington, D.C., you weren't 
there. I think it was just easy for them to make me, you know, the punching bag. 
 

When asked if he would do anything different: “If I knew everything, I would have been in there 
and engaging that shooter. And you know what? Hopefully I would have shot him. He might have 
shot me. I don't know the what ifs, but it just…it's been hard. Being called a coward is the worst 
label you can have as a police officer. And it's just…it's not true. 
 

When asked about his own kids: “You know, they're all adults, but they support me. You know? 
You know, I mean, I told them everything what happened, you know, and they support me. 

 

When asked what he’d want to say to the families: “I'm sorry. I'm sorry that I didn't… I'm sorry 
that I didn't know where he was or it was one person. I didn't know who it was or where they were 
initially.  
 

Antapologia (parents reacting to excerpts from Peterson’s interview) 
Clip of Scot Peterson: Families need to know I didn't get it right. 
 

Parkland Parent #1: I listen to this and I get enraged. 
 

Clip of Savannah Guthrie (Today Show) to Scot Peterson: Did you freeze?  



 
Clip of Scot Peterson: No. Savannah, this will haunt me the rest of my life….I was just doing 
things the whole time. 
 

Parent #2: What was he doing? Nothing! 
 

Clip of Scot Peterson: Those are my kids in there. I never would have sat there and let my kids get 
slaughtered. Never. 
 

Parent #1: Don't call them my kids. Those were not his kids, okay? They were Max's kids. They 
were my kids. He didn't go to a funeral. He's not going to miss a birthday. Unlike us. He won't 
miss Father's Day. 
 

Kerry Sanders (Today Show): Are you offended that he even sat and told his side of the story?  
 
Parent #1: Yes, absolutely. I’ll tell you what I see. I’m watching a guy who right now is trying to 
make himself a victim.  That’s what I see. I’m watching a guy who right now who’s trying to say 
“please don’t blame me.” I’m watching a guy who had terrible timing and responses the day of 
and is doing it again this week, coming out with this when these kids just graduated later on 
Sunday.  They’re finally getting some kind of normalcy and he does it now?  
 
Parent #3: Mr. Peterson, this is not about you. This is about Joaquin and the other 16 victims. So 
what are you going to do now so that nothing like this happens again. I don't want this, Mr. 
Peterson to become another victim. You're not a victim, sir. 
 
Wife of coach who was killed: [Peterson’s interview] kind of explains some things and, you know, 
answers questions you have, sort of, but not really. I mean, you still have more questions. He keeps 
saying that he thought there was a shooter inside shooting out, so in that instance, you’re saying 
that you thought the shooter was inside.  I heard him say that a variety of times, so you know, we 
are all human.  We don’t know what we would have done in that situation. But, if you’re the role 
of the security person or the role of a police officer, you’re trained and you should innately run 
toward the problem.  And if that’s not your nature, those are not jobs you should be doing.  
 

Discussion Questions: 



1. What were the key strategies in each stage (kategoria, apologia, antapologia) and how 
well did they work together? 
 

2.  What role did the timing play in the effectiveness of the strategies? 
 

3. Who were the relevant audiences for the messages? 
 

4. Did those involved at each stage use appropriate strength of language? 
 

5. What type of external evidence might we use to gauge the effectiveness of the rhetoric at 
each stage? 


