
Quiz: Understanding Attack (Kategoria) 

 

Question 1 
Which of the following best defines a persuasive attack? 

A. Messages that promote social harmony 
B. Messages that encourage audience agreement 
C. Messages that criticize, denigrate, or vilify a target 
D. Messages that defend against criticism 

Question 2 
According to Benoit, Stein, and Barton, which two domains can persuasive attacks target? 

A. Character and policy 
B. Belief and values 
C. Fact and fiction 
D. Emotion and logic 

Question 3 
Which of the following is an example of a value rather than a belief? 

A. Saturn has no solid core. 
B. The Earth is larger than Mars. 
C. Saturn's rings are beautiful. 
D. Mars has two moons. 

Question 4 
Which condition makes a persuasive attack more likely to succeed? 

A. When attitudes are weakly held 
B. When values are deeply entrenched 
C. When beliefs are factually confirmed 
D. When audiences lack division. 

Question 5 
Attribution Theory differentiates between: 

A. Internal and external causes 
B. Fact and value 
C. True and false accusations 
D. Policy and character 



Question 6 
Strategies to increase perceived responsibility include: 

A. Arguing others act this way 
B. Highlighting unintended outcomes 
C. Stressing the accused planned the act 
D. Pointing out innocent victims 

Question 7 
Which strategy increases offensiveness of an act? 

A. Highlighting consistency 
B. Showing extent of damage 
C. Arguing low consensus 
D. Demonstrating intent 

Question 8 
Which is an example of enhancing perceptions of a negative character trait? 

A. Demonstrating policy failure 
B. Showing the accused by statements consistent with a trait 
C. Highlighting situational causes 
D. Demonstrating consensus 

Question 9 
Ryan conceptualized kategoria and apologia as: 

A. Separate rhetorical genres 
B. A speech set 
C. A logical fallacy 
D. A form of satire 

Question 10 
The term apologia most closely refers to: 

A. Attack 
B. Defense or justification 
C. Exaggeration 
D. Ridicule 



Question 11 
Ryan’s framework treats attack and defense as: 

A. Mutually exclusive 
B. Sequential and related 
C. Random and disconnected 
D. Primarily legalistic 

Question 12 
Ryan’s contribution to communication studies highlights: 

A. The irrelevance of stasis theory 
B. The need to separate attack from defense 
C. The rhetorical interplay of accusation and response 
D. The decline of political discourse 

Question 13 
A governor is criticized for taking bribes, and journalists reveal he accepted illegal payments in 
multiple past campaigns. Which strategy is used? 

A. Accused committed the act before 
B. Accused planned the act 
C. Inconsistency 
D. Victims are dignified/honorable/noble 

Question 14 
Documents show that a corporation drew up blueprints in advance for secretly dumping toxic waste 
in rivers. What strategy is this? 

A. Accused knew the likely consequences 
B. Accused benefited from the act 
C. Accused planned the act 
D. Accused associates with people who share the trait 

Question 15 
An energy company is condemned because it continued drilling despite engineers’ warnings of 
inevitable explosions. Which strategy applies? 

A. Obligation to protect victims 
B. Accused knew the likely consequences of the act 
C. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 
D. Others do not act this way 



Question 16 
A mayor is attacked for approving a land deal that significantly raised the value of his own property. 
Which strategy is this? 

A. Others do not act this way 
B. Accused committed the act before 
C. Accused benefited from the act 
D. Behavior appears aimed at the victim 

Question 17 
A senator’s lavish taxpayer-funded vacations are compared to her peers, who fly coach and stay in 
modest hotels. Which strategy is this? 

A. Victims are innocent/helpless 
B. Others do not act this way 
C. Accused planned the act 
D. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 

Question 18 
A whistleblower claims a CEO ordered factory closures specifically to harm a union leader who 
opposed him. Which strategy is this? 

A. Behavior appears aimed at the victim 
B. Obligation to protect victims 
C. Accused benefited from the act 
D. Inconsistency 

Question 19 
Veterans’ groups condemn government neglect of injured soldiers, pointing out their bravery and 
sacrifice in war. Which strategy applies? 

A. Victims are dignified/honorable/noble 
B. Inconsistency 
C. Behavior appears aimed at the victim 
D. Others do not act this way 

Question 20 
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas was accused of corruption, and opponents cited his repeated 
history of accepting questionable “gifts” as evidence of dishonesty. Which strategy is this? 

A. Accused performed acts consistent with a trait 
B. Accused made statements consistent with a trait 
C. Victims are innocent/helpless 
D. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example. 



Question 21 
A professor accused of arrogance is shown to have repeatedly boasted in interviews about his 
superiority to colleagues. Which strategy applies? 

A. Accused has performed acts consistent with a trait 
B. Accused associates with people who share the trait 
C. Accused has made statements consistent with a trait 
D. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 

Question 22 
A senator accused of racism is criticized for attending fundraisers hosted by white supremacist 
groups. Which strategy is this? 

A. Accused is contrasted with people who do not share the trait 
B. Accused associates with people who share the trait 
C. Accused has performed acts consistent with the trait 
D. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 

Question 23 
An athlete accused of being selfish is compared unfavorably to teammates who are praised for 
generosity and team spirit. Which strategy applies? 

A. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 
B. Accused has made statements consistent with the trait 
C. Accused is contrasted with people who do not share the trait 
D. Accused associates with people who share the trait 

Question 24 
A politician accused of dishonesty is criticized by arguing that his corruption will harm citizens and 
their families. Which strategy is this? 

A. Accused associates with people who share the trait 
B. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 
C. The audience or people they care about can be hurt by this trait 
D. Accused is contrasted with people who do not share the trait 

Question 25 
Benoit, Stein, and Barton cite Sheen calling Chuck Lorre a "stupid little man," a "maggot," and an 
"aborted fetus." Critics used this statement as proof of cruelty and instability. Which strategy is this? 

A. Accused has performed acts consistent with a trait 
B. Accused has made statements consistent with a trait 
C. Exemplify the trait with an offensive example 
D. Accused associates with people who share the trait 


